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Giving for Today
and Tomorrow

loved one lost to war, a planned gift is a powerful legacy
that can have a significant impact on generations of
patients and caregivers. With clear goals and foresight,
thousands of friends throughout the hospital’s history
have expressed their
confidence in the hospital’s
mission through planned gifts.
The term “planned gifts” covers a wide range of giving
options. Depending on the donor’s goal, planned gifts
include bequests made through wills, retirement plans, or
revocable trusts; as well as lifetime gifts that provide
income to donors and their beneficiaries. Life income gifts,
such as charitable gift annuities and charitable remainder
trusts, typically involve the transfer of gift assets, immediate
tax advantages, and continuing income streams to the
donor or other beneficiary, with future distributions to the
hospital for its general or specific charitable purposes.
While most planned gifts are made through a will and
are monetary in nature, donors also leave real estate
or securities.
Whatever the vehicle, planned gifts play a significant role
at Hartford Hospital. Through planned gifts, donors help to
secure the financial well-being and growth that enable the
hospital to meet the community’s ever-changing needs and
continue to provide patients with complex and innovative
care far into the future.

Philanthropic visionaries have long
been the bedrock of innovation and
compassionate care at Hartford
Hospital. In 1859, after all the
expenses of constructing a building for the hospital and
operating a temporary hospital had been accounted for,
there was but $909.83 left, according to The Healing Triangle:
Hartford Hospital’s First 150 Years. Fortunately, there was the
vision of David Watkinson, who was one of the first to
recognize the need for a hospital in the city and had loaned
$16,739 to buy the land for the hospital. Watkinson had
died in 1857 and had left in his will a gift of $40,000 for the
hospital that “once finalized, would provide it with funds to
finish everything, open the hospital to patients, and
establish an endowment that would be a major source of
operating income for many years.”
In 1949, to honor the memory of his nephew,
Dr. Matthew George Thompson of Greenwich established
the C. Wellington Crosby Bed through his will, giving
precedence “to men or women who have served their
country in time of war.” The Crosby free bed fund is among
hundreds that continue to support patients in need.
During her lifetime, Janet Rice was devoted to Hartford
Hospital. For nearly 20 years, she was a volunteer at the
Helen & Harry Gray Cancer Center. Her generous spirit
continues to strengthen the center’s work through two
endowments: an “excellence fund” that supports research
Janet Rice
and education in radiation oncology and a
second that established the Ned C. and Janet
C. Rice Chair at the Hartford HealthCare
Cancer Institute at Hartford Hospital.
Andrew Salner, MD, the institute’s medical
director, is the first to hold the chair.
Planned gifts like these are transformative. Whether supporting medical research,
areas of greatest need, or memorializing a
Historical markers at the hospital’s entrance
commemorate the generous community that
helped establish Hartford Hospital.

David Watkinson
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Visionaries Help
Sustain Tradition
Of Caring

From left are Arnold Chase; Mark Alberts, MD, physician-in-chief, Hartford
HealthCare Ayer Neuroscience Institute; Wendy Elberth, vice president,
operations, Ayer Neuroscience Institute; Hank Schwartz, MD, psychiatristin-chief emeritus, Institute of Living; and Antonelle de Marcaida, MD,
medical director, Chase Family Movement Disorders Center.

Four Simple Ways An Ordinary Person Can Make
An Extraordinary Impact on the Future
What is it about Hartford Hospital that you appreciate most? For us,
that’s an easy question to answer. It’s you—our generous friends and
supporters who make it possible for us to carry out our mission today
and for future generations.

From its founding in 1854 to the present, Hartford Hospital
has been fortunate to have friends who have shown their
commitment to the hospital’s future by including it in
their estate plans. Their generosity has helped to ensure
that Hartford Hospital continues to fulfill its mission to
improve the health and healing of the people and
communities we serve.
In June, the hospital thanked current 1854 Society
members for their visionary generosity with a luncheon
at the Hartford Golf Club that featured keynote speaker
Antonelle de Marcaida, MD, medical director of the Chase
Family Movement Disorders Center of the Hartford
HealthCare Ayer Neuroscience Institute. In addition,
Bimal Patel, Hartford HealthCare senior vice president and
president of Hartford HealthCare’s Hartford Region, which
includes Hartford Hospital, updated members on the
hospital’s recent medical advances and the vision for
the health system’s future.
The 1854 Society includes some of the hospital’s closest
friends. We are grateful for their commitment.
If you would like to learn more about becoming
a member of The 1854 Society, please contact us at
Carol.Garlick@hhchealth.org or 860.972.2162.

GIFTS ANYONE CAN MAKE

From left are Susan Clemow; Robert Hagberg, MD, chief
of cardiac surgery, Hartford Hospital; and Laura Estes.

A legacy gift could be right for you if:
n You want to make a significant gift but don’t have significant
n
n
n
n

liquid assets you’re willing to part with.
You wish to create a charitable legacy and make an enduring
statement about your priorities.
You want to say “thank you” in a meaningful way for what
Hartford Hospital has meant to you or to a loved one.
You like the idea of meeting personal financial goals while
being charitable at the same time.
You believe in the mission of Hartford Hospital and want to see
it continue for generations to come.

Interested?
Four no-hassle ways to be generous
John Hincks and Bob Goode

These are the most popular legacy gifts that our friends use to support our
mission. And for good reason. They are simple to arrange, endure far into
the future, and in some cases return significant benefits to you.
1. Honor a loved one with a tribute gift through your will or trust.
This is a simple, meaningful way to leave an enduring statement about
who you are and who and what’s most important to you.

Hartford Golf Club was the setting of 1854 Society’s
luncheon in June.

2. Make Hartford Hospital a beneficiary.
With a simple signature on a form, you can leave us the balance of your
bank account or retirement plan. In some cases, you’ll spare your loved
ones up to 60% tax on your retirement assets.

From left are
Mary Crary,
Jane Springer, and
Bob Fisher, MD.
Judy Keppelman, Hartford Hospital
Development Committee chair,
welcomes guests to the annual
luncheon.

3. Use your will or trust to give stuff.
Your legacy gift might be collecting dust in your attic. Antiques, artwork,
stocks—the options are endless. In some cases you gain significant tax
benefits by donating an appreciated asset.
4. Convert life insurance into a gift.
More and more friends of Hartford Hospital are discovering how to use
life insurance to make a charitable gift far beyond what they ever imagined
was within their reach. You can give a policy you no longer need, make us a
beneficiary of a policy, or take out a new policy to donate.
Hartford Hospital provides support for a full range of charitable gift planning
options and services. Hartford Hospital, its employees or representatives, do not
offer legal or financial advice.

Contact Us

Matthew Saidel, MD, president,
Hartford Hospital Medical Staff,
brings greetings from the staff at
the 1854 Society’s annual luncheon
in June.
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Virginia van Dyk, right, introduces Hartford Region
President Bimal Patel, center, to Daphne Wilcox.

Planning your estate and legacy for future generations, including your
charitable interests, takes careful evaluation. Consulting with the appropriate professionals can assist you. Discussing your charitable intentions
with us can lead to a much better result than going it alone—and will
ensure that your gift is used just as you wish. To learn more about how
you can leave a lasting legacy with a simple gift through your will or trust,
contact Carol Garlick, CFRE, vice president, Philanthropy, at 860.972.2162
or Carol.Garlick@hhchealth.org.
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Hoffmans Honored for Multigenerational
Support of Hartford Hospital
The Hoffman family has been a visionary supporter of
Hartford Hospital for many years. In May, a gathering
recognized that relationship with the unveiling of a
commemorative plaque at the Hartford HealthCare Bone
& Joint Institute.
“We are celebrating a really important gift on the part of
the Hoffmans, who are multigenerational, longstanding
supporters of this institution and the Greater Hartford
area,” said Jeffrey A. Flaks, Hartford HealthCare president
and chief operating officer. “There isn’t an
event, an initiative, or something important that happens in the region that the
Hoffman family doesn’t stand in support
of. They inspire all of us.”
The Hoffman family, which owns
Hoffman Auto Group, has a legacy of
community leadership passed from Hoffman Auto founder Israel Hoffman to his
son, Burton. That legacy continues today
with Burton’s sons, I. Bradley Hoffman and
Jeffrey S. Hoffman, who are co-chairs of
the Hoffman Auto Group, and with a
fourth generation that includes Matthew
S. Hoffman, Jonathan T. Hoffman, and

$90 million for facilities and service advancements that
place Hartford HealthCare at the forefront of healthcare in
the region. Jeffrey Hoffman continues to serve on the
hospital’s Major Gifts Committee. Jeffrey, Bradley, Matthew,
and Jonathan are Hartford Hospital Corporators, and
Matthew is a dedicated member of the hospital’s Young
Leaders Advisory Council.
At the reception in May, Ted Blaine, MD, physician-inchief of the Bone & Joint Institute, thanked the Hoffmans

From left are Jonathan Hoffman; Matthew Hoffman;
Bradley Hoffman; Jeffrey Hoffman; Jeffrey Flaks, Hartford
HealthCare president and chief operating officer; Ted Blaine, MD,
physician-in-chief, Bone & Joint Institute; Stuart Markowitz, MD,
senior vice president and physician chief for strategic imaging;
and Bimal Patel, Hartford HealthCare senior vice president and
president of HHC’s Hartford Region.

From left are Matthew Hoffman, Monica Hoffman,
Jeffrey Hoffman, Nancy Hoffman, Bradley Hoffman,
Kathy Hoffman, Megan Hoffman, and Jonathan Hoffman.
Zachary R. Hoffman. All together, the Hoffmans serve on
more than 20 boards in the region and Hoffman Auto
Group partners with more than 100 organizations in charitable endeavors throughout Greater Hartford.
The Hoffmans’ support of the Bone & Joint Institute is
just one example of the family’s deep-rooted commitment
to Hartford Hospital and Hartford HealthCare. Jeffrey and
Bradley Hoffman were key members of the Campaign for
Hartford Hospital Steering Committee, helping raise over
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for their leadership in helping to build the institute’s
world-class programs, including a state-of-the-art sports
medicine program. “In this new space, we’ve brought
together specialists in a variety of disciplines to deliver an
elite level of orthopedic care. Those specialties include
orthopedic surgeons, sports medicine physicians, concussion specialists, athlete’s heart specialists, certified athletic
trainers, and certified strength and conditioning specialists.
We take care of athletes at every level, from professional
athletes to the weekend warriors.”
With the Hoffmans’ generous support, Hartford HealthCare is realizing its vision of bringing to patients in the
region innovative research, exceptional skill, and an
unparalleled network devoted to the diagnosis, treatment,
and rehabilitation for musculoskeletal disorders and
injuries. Since the opening of the new building on Seymour
Street in 2017, more than 10,000 procedures have been
performed, and patients have endorsed the institute with
satisfaction scores over the 90th percentile.

Dog Days of Spring
Rx for Fun
The Hartford Hospital Auxiliary held its 11th annual Rx for
Fun event in April at Montana Nights Axe Throwing in
Newington. This year’s $10,000 beneficiary was
Hartford Hospital’s Center for Education, Simulation and Innovation (CESI) and one of its newest
pieces of technology, Axel the sim-dog. The lifesize, state-of-the-art canine training simulator is
designed to help first responders learn to care for
their K-9 partners in case of injury. Axel growls,
whimpers, and barks via a remote control. Police
officers train on the sim-dog just as doctors and
nurses train on simulated medical mannequins.
There are only 31 dogs like Axel in use across the
country, and until now, all of the sim-dogs have been used
by the military. K-9 handlers from across the country can
come to CESI to learn the advanced training that Axel can
assist with.
Over 120 people attended Rx for Fun, which included axe
throwing, games, and demonstrations of Axel. ”Our Rx for
Fun event is always a great night but there was something
special about this year’s event,” said Jennifer Wedeles,
Auxiliary co-president. “Everyone had fun, whether they
were throwing an axe for the first time, enjoying Bear’s
[Smokehouse BBQ], or learning more about Axel, the
sim-dog, which the Auxiliary was able to help purchase
with the proceeds from this event.”

8th Annual Spring Into Action
More than 100 friends of the Young Leaders Advisory
Council (YLAC) attended Spring Into Action in June, helping
to raise more than $20,000 to support Hartford Hospital’s Pet
Therapy Program. The Title Sponsors of the event, Bev and
Tim Holt, were joined by 14 other sponsors and 13 “Friends
of YLAC” in ensuring the evening’s success.
Peter Murphy, YLAC chair, welcomed guests to the event,
which featured music by Rob Corr of Correlation Productions and catering by J Restaurant. Bimal Patel, Hartford
HealthCare (HHC) senior vice president and president of
HHC’s Hartford Region, which includes Hartford Hospital,
spoke about the importance of the Pet Therapy Program.
Eileen Pelletier, director of the Volunteer Services, thanked
From left are Evan Schmidt, co-chair, YLAC Events Committee; Meghan
Bianco, YLAC liaison, Hartford Hospital; Peter Murphy, YLAC chair; Juliet
Kapsis, co-chair, YLAC Events Committee; Justin Albert, YLAC vice chair;
Patricia Graham, chair, YLAC Membership Committee; and Andew Lis,
chair, YLAC Membership Committee.

Guests at Hartford Hospital Auxiliary’s annual fundraiser Rx for
Fun brought out their ax-throwing skills in support of the event’s
beneficiary the Center of Education, Simulation and Innovation.
the gathering for supporting the program and recalled how
Abbey, the hospital’s first Pet Therapy dog, was nominated
for Employee of Year, confirming the importance of the
program among patients and staff since its inception.
Also attending the event, held at the Hartford HealthCare
Bone & Joint Institute, were a few of the hospital’s favorite
volunteers: Bo, Penelope, Samira, Ubu, Willow, Zach, and Zoie.
The Pet Therapy Program helps to reduce the stress of
hospitalization by making canine volunteers available for
patient visits. Volunteers bring their pet therapy certified
dogs in for visits at least once a month. They may interact
with patients, visitors, and staff on patient units, in the
lobby, or in the hospital's cancer centers. Therapy dogs
escort patients to cancer treatments, accompany patients
during mental health sessions, attend relaxation luncheons
for doctors in residency, and participate in the nurse
residency program curriculum.
Prior to becoming a Hartford Hospital pet therapy team,
each owner completes volunteer on-boarding requirements,
and each dog fulfills canine requirements, including
extensive veterinarian medical
and behavioral protocols.
The program currently
has 23 volunteer
teams. In 2018,
pet therapy teams
contributed 2,100
hours of service to
patients and staff.
Zoie Goldsnider is a
Pet Therapy Program
volunteer.
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Kindness in Motion
Alexandra Beale, a 5th grader at Botelle Elementary School
in Norfolk, made key chains and magnets for her Kindness
in Motion school project and sold them at the Berkshire
Country Store in Norfolk. Beale was born at Hartford
Hospital and so donated the money to Women’s Health
Services. Accepting the donation is Pamela J. Clark, BSN,
nurse manager, Brownstone Clinics and DLC,
Hartford Hospital.

Stars Dancing
For Parkinson’s

Connecticut Brain
Tumor Alliance

Big Y Supports Breast
Cancer Program

The stars were shining bright during the Hartford HealthCare Ayer Neuroscience Institute’s Second Annual Stars
Dancing for Parkinson’s event on May 10 at the Hartford
Marriott Downtown.
Eight amateur dancers, including a Parkinson’s patient
and leaders from across Hartford HealthCare, teamed up
with their professional dance partners to compete and
raise money to benefit the wellness programs at the
Chase Family Movement Disorders Center. The sold out
event raised $50,000.
Antonelle de Marcaida, MD, medical director of the
Chase Center, thanked supporters and told the crowd
that her patients’ will and determination to thrive after
diagnosis is what gives her team the strength to remain
focused in the fight against Parkinson’s disease.
With a theme of classic rock, dancers performed
routines to hits from Queen, Bon Jovi, Elton John and Janis
Joplin. Donna Handley, president of Hartford HealthCare’s
East Region, took home the top prize with a joyous
interpretation of Queen’s “Don’t Stop Me Now.” Ray
Figlewski, diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease in 2012,
was named the fan favorite for his stellar performance to
Prince’s “Little Red Corvette.”
Along with the crowd vote, dancers were critiqued by
celebrity judges Hartford HealthCare President and Chief
Operating Officer Jeffrey Flaks,
Trinity College President Joanne
Berger-Sweeney, PhD, Jocelyn
Maminta, from News8, and
Jonathan Roberts of ABC’s
“Dancing with the Stars.”

The Connecticut Brain Tumor Alliance (CTBTA) is one of
Hartford Hospital’s most dynamic community partners in
supporting brain tumor patients and their caregivers. In
April CTBTA presented a $15,000 gift to the Helen & Harry
Gray Cancer Center at the Hartford HealthCare Cancer
Institute at Hartford Hospital. Pictured from left are: Greg
Shimer, CTBTA board member; Cheryl Italia, CTBTA board
member; Carol Garlick, vice president, philanthropy,
Hartford Hospital; Donna Avanecean; Alexandra Flowers,
MD, CTBTA board member; Abbi Bruce, director, Hartford
Region, Hartford Healthcare Cancer Institute; Cindy
Wasserman; Andrew Carroll; Chris Cusano, CTBTA
executive director; Andrew Salner, MD, medical director,
Hartford HealthCare Cancer Institute; Eve McIntosh;
Elisabeth McNivens, associate, administration and finance,
CTBTA; Ahmad Daher, MD; Erin Mangan; Dan Tapper,
CTBTA board vice president; Susan Lemkuil, CTBTA
board member; and Stacey Matan. Founded by a group of
survivors and caregivers who met through a Hartford
Hospital support group, CTBTA has donated more than
$220,000 to Hartford Hospital since 2008 to support
patients, foster brain tumor awareness, and to purchase
specialized medical equipment.

Big Y has awarded Hartford Hospital $24,000 through its
12th annual Partners of Hope Campaign to promote breast
cancer screening, education, and treatment. The gift
supports the
breast cancer
program at the
Hartford
HealthCare
Cancer Institute
at Hartford
Hospital. From
left are: Robin
Lavorgna,
Employee
Services
representative,
Big Y; Karen
Weingrod,
director, Hartford HealthCare Cancer Institute Breast
Program; Mickey Orkin, associate director, Corporate and
Foundation Support, Hartford Hospital; and Jim Martin,
store director, Big Y.

photo-lanthrophy
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80 Seymour Street, P. O. Box 5037
Hartford, CT 06102-5037
Hartford Hospital realizes that
individuals enjoy learning about our
programs, services, and developments.
However, we fully respect your privacy.
If you do not wish to receive future
fundraising requests such as this,
please write to the Department of
Philanthropy at our address,
call 860.972.2322, or email
HartfordHospital@hhchealth.org.

giving.hartfordhospital.org

Save the Date for the 2020 Black & Red
With the Digestive Disease Center at Hartford Hospital as the
beneficiary and multiplatinum pop artist Andy Grammer
headlining the entertainment, the 2020 Black & Red will take
place on Saturday, January 25, at the Bushnell Center for
the Performing Arts.
Money raised through Hartford Hospital’s signature fundraising
event will support the center as it provides comprehensive care
to thousands of people in the region who suffer from a wide
spectrum of conditions that affect the esophagus, stomach,
pancreas, liver, and small and large intestine.
Black & Red tickets will go on sale in the coming months.
For information on sponsoring the Black & Red, contact
Carla Burgess, director of development, at
Carla.Burgess@hhchealth.org or 860.972.1932. For event updates,
visit giving.hartfordhospital.org/blackandred.

